John P. Smol, OC, PhD, FRSC is a professor in the Department of Biology at Queen’s University, with a
cross-appointment to the School of Environmental Studies, where he also holds the Canada Research
Chair in Environmental Change. He received a B.Sc. from McGill University, an M.Sc. from Brock
University and a Ph.D. from Queen's University. Following post-doctoral work in the High Arctic with the
Geological Survey of Canada, he became a faculty member at Queen's University. He has held adjunct
appointments in Canada, the United States, and China. He has received three honorary doctorates: a Doctor
of Laws from St Francis Xavier University, an honorary Doctor of Philosophy from the University of
Helsinki, and an honorary Doctor of Science from the University of Waterloo.

Smol founded the Paleoecological Environmental Assessment and Research Lab (PEARL;
http://post.queensu.ca/~pearl/ ) in 1991, a group of about 30 students and other scientists dedicated to the
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and plenary lectures. For example, he was the 2008 Rutherford Lecturer at the Royal Society (London). He
was the founding Editor of the international Journal of Paleolimnology (1987-2007), is the current Editor
of the journal Environmental Reviews, editor of the Developments in Paleoenvironmental Research book
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